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Appendix (3)
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Frirngdom o Tatiracn

Translation of letter no: N.R.A  058/2/12
Date: 23/02/12

Further to your letter of 18Jan 2012, requesting all draft laws for
implementing BICI recommendations.

I'am pleased to enclose in this letter a copy of the aforementioned draft laws.
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Law No.( ) of 2011

For referring a law project aimed at amending some provisions of the Penal Code
promulgated

by Article No.15 of 1976 to the Council of Representatives

We, Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa, the King of Bahrain,

Having examined the Constitution, specifically articles (C/33,

A/35 and 81), And the attached law project,

And upon a presentation by the Prime Minister,

We decided the following:

Article 1

The Prime Minister refers to the Council of Representatives the Law No. () of the
year () for amending some provisions of the Penal Code promulgated by Law

Decree No.15 of 1976, attached to this decree.

Article 2:

This decree is effective from the date of its issuance

King of Bahrain
Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa

Prime Minister
Khalifa Bin Salman Al Khalifa

Issued in the Riffa Palace

Date:
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Law project No. () of the year ()

For amending some provisions of the Penal Code promulgated by Law Decree

No.15 of 1976 We, Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa, King of Bahrain,

Having examined the Constitution,

And the Penal Code promulgated by Law Decree No.15 of 1976 and its amendments,

The Shura Council and the Council of Representatives adopted the following

law, and we ratified it and published it:

Article 1:

Texts of articles (168) and (169) paragraph 1 of the Penal Code promulgated by
Law Decree No.15 of 1976 shall be replaced by the following tests:

Article 168:

Imprisonment for a period of no more than two years and a fine not exceeding BD
200 or either penalty shall be the punishment for any person who deliberately
disseminates false reports, statements or rumors, knowing they can cause damage
to public security, public order, or public health and consequently the damage

occurs.

The false reports causing damages to the national security and cited in the previous
paragraph need to be an incitement for violence or could incite violence or could

have a relation with violence.
Article (169) paragraph 1:

A punishment of imprisonment for a period of no more than two years and a fine
not exceeding BD 200, or either penalty, shall be inflicted upon any person who
publishes by any method of publication untrue reports, falsified or forged

documents or falsely attributed to other persons
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should they undermine the public peace or cause damage to the country's supreme

interest or to the State's creditworthiness.

Article 2

A new article (69 bis) with the following text shall be added to the Penal Code
promulgated by Law Decree No.15 of 1976:

Restraints on the liberty of expression in this law or any other law are explained in
the context needed for a democratic community. The practice of the liberty of

expression in this frame is exempted from sanctions.
Article 3

Articles (134 bis) and (174) need to be eliminated from the Penal Code
promulgated by Law Decree No.15 of 1976

Article 4

The Prime Minister and ministers- each in his specialization- shall implement
provisions of this law effective the next day following its publication in the Official
Gazette.
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Law No. (-----) of 2012
Amending some provisions of Criminal Procedure Code issued as

per Decree No. 46 of 2002

|, Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa in my capacity as Bahrain’s King,

Upon reviewing the Constitution and,

Criminal Procedure Code issued as per Decree No. 46 of 2002 and
amended by Law No. 41 of 2005,

Ratified and issued the following law passed by Shura Council and

the House of Representatives.

Article |
The text of Articles 115, 214 and 234 in Criminal Procedure Code
issued as per Decree No. 46 of 2002 shall be replaced with the

following:
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Article 115:

The public prosecutor shall notify the witnesses determined to be
summoned via a member of the public authority. He shall clarify
that he summons them as witnesses and the incident about which
he will ask. He may listen to the testimony of any witness who
appears before him, without being summoned provided that he

mentions this in the report.

Article 214

The hearing shall be public. However, the court may order a
secret hearing or keep part of the hearing as secret due to any
considerations related to the public order, morals or the
protection of victims, witnesses or anyone reporting information

with regard to the legal action.

1NNVt
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Article 234:
% (/
R#.'ijr’ The provisions of Articles 88, 116 (2), 117, 122, 127 and Repeated

Article 127 of this law shall be applied to witnesses.

Article Il
A final section shall be added to Article 1 and a third section to
Article 82 of Criminal Procedure Code issued as per Decree No. 46
of 2002. Also, Repeated Articles No. 127, 223 and 223 (a) shall be

added to the code as follows:

Final section of Article 1:
’.5.'3,‘::’ The provisions of this law shall be applied even during the State of

National Safety.

AT
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Third section of Article 82:

The public prosecution may keep an audio-visual record of all
investigations including the process of questioning the accused
and the testimony of the witnesses. Also, it may use modern
technology to listen and record the testimony of a witness that is
not able to attend the investigations for certain considerations

related to his/her safety.

Repeated Article 127:

The public prosecution, at the request of the victims, the
witnesses or those who report any information related to the
legal action and due to acceptable considerations related to their
safety and the safety of those who have direct contact with them,
may take the necessary actions to protect them from the risks

arising from, or due to, delivering a testimony or reporting

LR
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information about the legal action. Also, it may take the following
procedures or some of them at the consent of the victims, the
witnesses or the persons to be protected till risks are over:

1.Changing place of residence
2.Changing ID

3.Prohibiting disclosure of any information related to their IDs,
address and the places where they go or imposing
‘5;:;::’. restrictions on circulating some information.

In case any of the above measures is adopted, a brief on the
| content of the testimony or the information shall be attached to
"‘." ’.. . . . . . . .

Sea gt the investigations without revealing its real source until the
conditions requiring the above measures are over, or referring the
legal action to the competent court and receiving its instructions

to unveil the identity of the source.

Repeated Article 223:

,',n'.s
‘IT‘ 1 ] &‘A’
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Without prejudice to the provisions of Articles 220, 221, 222 and
223 of this law, the court may use modern technology of audio-
visual means while listening to the live or recorded testimony of
the witnesses, according to the following considerations:

1. The witness is abroad and s/he cannot appear before the
court or s/he may be late in appearing before the court; the
matter which may delay deciding the action.

2. The witness has moral restrictions hindering him/her from
appearing before the court due to any psychological or
social harm that may result from the nature of the crime or
the relation between the witness and the accused.

3. The witness may be exposed to abuse or have concerns over
this or certain circumstances requiring his/her protection.

4. The existence of the excuses referred to in Article 231 of this

law.

Repeated Article 223 (a):

A0
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Live or recorded testimony shall be delivered in the presence of
the concerned judges or the members of the public prosecution in
a place, which is appropriate for investigations. The concerned
judges or the members of the public prosecution shall prepare a
report on the procedures, which they take, as per the order of the
court. The report shall mention the circumstances surrounding
the testimony, the place of delivering the testimony and a brief on
its content. The report shall be ratified upon the signature of the
witness. The report and the record of the testimony shall be
attached to the file of the legal action.

If the testimony is delivered from another country, coordination
shall be made with the jurisdiction of the country where the
witness is available. Also, the court may assign any of its members
to supervise the delivery of the testimony during a certain hearing
in the presence of the concerned judges or the members of the

public prosecution, as the court deems necessary.
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Article Il
The phrase “listening to witnesses” shall substitute for the phrase
“listening to witnesses and procedures for protecting them” in the
title of Section 5, Part 2, Volume 2 of the Criminal Procedure Code
issued as per Decree No. 46 of 2002. Also, the phrase “witnesses
and other pieces of evidence” shall substitute for the phrase
“pieces of evidence, listening to witnesses and their protection” in

the title of Chapter 6, Part 2, Volume 3 of the same law.

Article IV
The prime minister and the ministers, in their respective areas of

competence, shall implement this law, effective the next day following its

publication in the official newspaper.
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Law No. () of 2012

For amending some provisions of the Criminal Procedure Law promulgated by Law Decree

No.46 of 2002
We, Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa, King of Bahrain,
Having examined the Constitution,

And the Criminal Procedure Law promulgated by Law Decree No.46 of 2001, amended with
Law No.41 of 2005,

The Shura Council and the Council of Representatives adopted the following law, and we

ratified it and published it:
Atrticle 1

The new article No. (22 bis) shall be added to the second part of the first book of the Criminal
Procedure Law promulgated by Law Decree No.46 of 2002. Another new article No. (64 bis)
shall also be added to the third chapter of the first part of book 2 of the same law under the title

“arrest of the accused”. Following are the texts of the two new articles:
Atrticle 22 (bis):

Anyone who claims having been subjected to revenge for filing lawsuits related to torture,
mistreatment, inhumane or humiliating treatment shall be entitled to claim civil rights against the
accused in the course of collection of evidence, conducting the investigation or before the Court
that hears the criminal action in any state it may be until the issue of a decision to close the stage

of filing pleadings, if revenge was considered a crime.

In case the revenge took a dimension that cannot be sanctioned by law, the matter becomes the

specialization of civil courts.
Article (64 bis):

Provisions stipulated by this chapter shall be applied during the announcement of a state of

national security.
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Article 2

The Prime Minister and ministers- each in his specialization- shall implement provisions of this

law effective the next day following its publication in the Official Gazette.
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8 Official Gazette
Issue: 3037-Thursday, February 2, 2012

Decree No.13 for 2012

On the regulation of the National Fund for Compensation of Incidents-
Affected Victims

We, Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa, King of the Kingdom of Bahrain,
reviewed the constitution, decree law No. (30) for 2011 with respect to establishment of a National
Fund for Compensation of Incidents-Affected Victims, the report of the Bahrain Independent
Commission of Inquiry especially articles (j, k) of recommendation No. (1722) included in the

having

commission's report, and upon submission of the Minister of Human Rights and Social Developments
and with the approval of the Council of Ministers,
Hereby decree the following:

Article(1)

In applying the provisions of this Decree, the words and expressions shall have the meanings shown
opposite them unless deemed otherwise by context thereof.

Law: The Decree-by-Law No. (30) for the year 2011 creating the National Fund for Compensation to
Incidents-Affected Victims.

Ministry: The Ministry of Human Rights.
The Minister: The Minister of Human Rights.
The Fund: The National Fund for Compensation to Incidents-Affected Victims created by law.
The Committee: The Fund's management committee.
Article (2)

A committee to be known as the "management committee of the National Fund for Compensation to
Incidents-Affected Victims" shall be created to assume the fund's management, to deal with the
applications submitted to it and to defray compensations to victims in compliance with the provisions
of the law.

Article (3)

The committee comprises five members two of whom should be magistrates to be appointed upon a
resolution of the Supreme Judiciary Council upon a request from the Minister and three members
who should be well-known for their independence, subjectivity, efficacy and integrity, provided that
two of them should be appointed from civil society organizations and one member from the
government who shall be named upon a resolution of the Minister. The committee members shall
assume their duties in their personal capacity and on voluntary basis.
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Issue: 3037-Thursday, February 2, 2012

Members of the committee shall elect one of them as Chairman of the committee and another as
Vice Chairman to replace the chairman in his absence or if anything prevents the chairman from
carrying out his duties.

The chairman shall assume coordinative responsibly for the committee's business. The tenure of
membership shall be four years renewable for only term.

A member of the committee may not partake in considering any applications for compensation in
which she/he, her/his spouse or children or any of her/his relatives or in-laws up-to the fourth degree
or who are her/his own dependents, or under her/his guardianship have any personal interest.

Article (4)

A member of the committee could be replaced if she/he violates any of her/his duties, or becomes
incapable of carrying out his duties because of ailment, or whenever a final judicial verdict has been
issued against her/him in any crime, all of that, in the same instrument and manner stipulated in the
first paragraph of article (3) of this Decree. The tenure of a successor shall be complementary to that
of her/his predecessor.

Article (5)

The committee shall setup a regulatory code which organizes its own work provided that it includes
the timing for considering applications for compensatiosn and how to report its decisions. The
committee shall have its own sufficient assisting administrative staff members to be deputized by the
Minister.

Article (6)

The committee may seek assistance from any qualified expert it deems appropriate to help the
committee in its duties.

Article (7)

An application for compensation shall be submitted to the committee in writing from any victim or
affected person as stipulated in article (3) of the Law or her/his legal attorney, accompanied with an
official copy of a final court verdict issued from a competent court convicting those involved in the act
which resulted in the damage, provided that an application shall include the following:-

a- Name, address and capacity of the applicant.
b- Description of material, moral or physical damages sustained by applicant.
c- Amount and form of required compensation.
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Issue: 3037-Thursday, February 2, 2012
Article (8)

Applications for compensation may be submitted to the committee either separately or collectively.
The committee shall consider multiple applications in one batch whenever they shared the same
subject.

The committee may decide on a collective compensation whenever a claim is related to a group of
persons.

Article (9)

The committee may demand applicants to provide additional written or oral information or to submit
documents and may hear witnesses' testimony.

Article (10)

The committee shall decide whether an applicant is deemed as one of the categories specified in
article (3) of the Law or not. The committee shall take into account the following factors regarding
nature and amount of compensation, whichever may be appropriate:

a- The nature of crime sustained by a victim.

b- The amount of material, moral or physical damage sustained by a victim.

c- The amount of lost income and material loss sustained by a victim.

d- The necessary costs in order to obtain legal assistance, venire experts, medication and medical
services, psychiatric and sociological rehabilitation.

e- Any compensation which had earlier been granted to the victim; and,

f- The number of victims whenever they are numerous.

Article (11)

The committee may decide on any means for compensation such as refunding or financial
compensation, rehabilitation, pleasantries, ensure non-recurrence, according to exigencies,
whichever may be appropriate.

Article (12)

The committee may, in order to evaluate the compensation, resort to the relevant legal rules and
seek courts' opinion in this respect.

Article (13)

The committee shall pass its resolutions unanimously, and whenever this becomes impossible, by
majority. The committee's meetings may not be held in public in order to protect victims and
witnesses and to respect confidentiality of information, unless the committee has decided otherwise.
The committee shall decide on applications for compensation within a reasonable duration.
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Article (14)

The committee shall be bound to submit an annual report on its business to the Ministry.
The Ministry shall post an abstract of the committee's annual report on its website whilst
observant to respecting confidentiality of information pertaining to the victims included in
the report.

Article (15)

The Minister of Human Rights and Social Development shall implement this Decree
enforceable as from the day following its publication on the Official Gazette.

Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa
King of the Kingdom of Bahrain
Prime Minister

Khalifa Bin Salman Al Khalifa

Minister of Human Rights and Social Development

Dr.Fatima al-Balooshi

Issued at Riffa Palace
On: Rabi | 3, 1433 Hijri

Corresponding to: January 26, 2012
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Decree No.30 of 2011
On the establishment of a National Fund for the Compensation of Victims
We, Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa, King of Bahrain
Having examined the Constitution,

And the Civil and Commercial Procedures Law promulgated by Decree No.12 of 1971 and its

amendments,

And the Decree No.18 of 1973 on Public Gatherings, Meetings, and Demonstrations, amended
by Law No.32 of 2006,

And the Penal Code promulgated by Law Decree No.15 of 1976, and its amendments,

And the Public Security Forces (PSF) Law promulgated by Law Decree No.3 of 1982 and its

amendments,
And the Civil Code promulgated by Law Decree No.19 of 2011,

And the Criminal Procedure Law promulgated by Decree No.46 of 2002 and amended by Law
No.41 of 2005,

And Law No.56 of 2006 approving Bahrain’s joining of the International Covenant on Civil and

Political Rights,
And the decision of the UN General Assembly No.147/60 issued on 16/12/2005,
And upon the presentation of the Prime Minister,

And after the Cabinet’s approval,

Ao
I8 eShos%

l‘. AN AT



|v-‘.v ..V.W
LS
ST

148

We decided the following:
Article 1:

The National Fund for the Compensation of Victims shall be established; it enjoys an
independent personality and specializes in paying compensations for beneficiaries cited by

Article 3 of this decree, and will be referred to as (The Fund).

The Fund is subjected to the Minister of Human Rights and Social Development, or any other

minister named by a decree and referred to as (The Minister).
Article 2

The Fund aims at providing compensations to entitled victims; its provisions comply with the
zi'l: D:Q basic and prescriptive principles related to the rights to remedies and reparation for victims of
gross violations of international human rights law and serious violations of international
humanitarian law, indicted by the UN General Assembly Decision No.147/60 on December 16,
2005.

Article 3

The following categories of victims are allowed to resort to the Fund to claim compensations for
the violent events that occurred in February and March 2011 in Bahrain or other similar events

that occurred after this date:

.‘ 9,
.’q"’: ’:’ 1) Any person inflicted with material, moral or physical damages caused by officers from

the Public Security Forces (PSF) or governmental employees.

2) Any member of the Public Security Forces (PSF) or any governmental employee inflicted
with material, moral or physical damages caused by any person during his duty or due to

the accomplishment of his tasks.

3) Any other person inflicted with material, moral or physical damages because of these
events or due to his interference in helping victims in their crises or to prevent them from

being hurt.

IS

SN
IS’
’T'e‘!s‘.q

I
A



149

The categories of beneficiaries cited above include victims, their relatives until the fourth degree,
or people supporting them. All other categories are excluded and cannot resort to the Fund for

compensations.

The payment of compensations conditions the issuance of a final criminal verdict from court

convicting the party responsible of the act.
Article 4

Stipulations cited in this law don’t affect the rights of victims to compensations in compliance

with the public rules acknowledged in effective laws
Article 5
The Fund enjoys an independent budget, and its resources comprise of the following:
1) Financial credits dedicated to the Fund within the public budget
2) Money sums collected by the Fund from referring to parties responsible of the damage
3) Donations, grants received by the Fund and approved by the Minister
4) Investment revenues of the Fund’s money
Article 7

The Fund must report its contributions in paying compensations to the party that caused the

damage.
Article 8

Without prejudice of Article 1 of this law, a decree defines the work mechanisms of the Fund
and nominates the party that assumes the management of its affairs, the roof of compensations
according to each case, and the measures and restraints for the claiming/payment of

compensations.

Article 9

1NNVt
‘.%?z!fﬂ



150

The Prime Minister and ministers- each in his specialization- shall implement this law. It is

effective from the second day of its publication at the Official Gazette
King of Bahrain

Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa

Prime Minister
Khalifa Bin Salman Al khalifa
Issued in the Riffa Palace

Date: 22 Shawal 1432 H (20 September 2011)
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Law No. () of 2012

For amending some provisions of the Public Security Forces (PSF) Law promulgated by Law

Decree No.3 of 1982

We, Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa, the King of Bahrain,

Having examined the Constitution,

And the Penal Code promulgated by Law Decree No.15 of 1976 and its amendments,

And the Public Security Forces (PSF) Law promulgated by Law Decree No.3 of 1982 and its

amendments,

And the Criminal Procedure Law promulgated by Decree No.46 of 2002, amended by Law
No.41 of 2005,

The Shura Council and the Council of Representatives adopted the following law, and we

ratified it and published it:
Atrticle 1:

A last paragraph will be added to article (81) of the Public Security Forces (PSF) Law
promulgated by Law Decree No.3 of 1982, and following is its text:

Article (81) the last paragraph:

As an exception to the previous provisions, crimes related to torture allegations, inhumane
treatment, crimes against dignity and deaths related to these crimes shall not be considered

military crimes.
Article 2:

The expression (considering Article 81 of this law) shall be added to Article (87) of the Public
Security Forces (PSF) Law promulgated by Law Decree No.3 of 1982.
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Article 3:

The Prime Minister and ministers - each in his specialization - shall implement provisions of this

law, effective the next day following its publication in the Official Gazette.
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Law No. () of year

For amending some provisions of the Penal Code promulgated by Decree No.15 of 1976
We, Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa, King of Bahrain,

Having examined the Constitution,

And the Penal Code promulgated by Law Decree Np.15 of 1976 and its amendments,

And Law No.56 of 2006 approving Bahrain’s joining of the International Covenant on Civil and

Political Rights, specifically article (7) of this covenant,

The Shura Council and the Council of Representatives adopted the following law, and we

ratified it and published it:
Article 1:

The texts of articles (208) and (232) of the Penal Code promulgated by Law Decree No.15 of
196 shall be replaced with the following texts:

Article (208)

A prison sentence shall be the penalty for every civil servant or officer entrusted with a public
service who causes severe pain or sufferings, physically or morally, either personally or through
a third party, to a prisoner or a detainee to get from him information or confessions or to penalize
him for something he has committed or he is accused of having committed. The same sanction is

applied for the intimidation or coercion.

A prison sentence shall be the penalty for every civil servant or officer entrusted with a public
service who threatens, either personally or through a third party with his full consent, a prisoner

or a detainee for any of the causes cited in the first paragraph.

The penalty shall be life imprisonment should the use of torture or force lead to death.

This article shall not be applied on cases of pain and suffering caused by, resulting from or

accompanying legal procedures or sanctions.
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The obsolescence period shall not be applied for torture crimes cited by the article.

SEREEl Anicle 232

A prison sentence shall be the penalty for every person who causes severe pain or sufferings,
physically or morally, either personally or through a third party, to a prisoner or a detainee to get
from him information or confessions or to penalize him for something he has committed or he is

accused of having committed. The same sanction is applied for the intimidation or coercion.

A prison sentence shall be the penalty for every person who threatens, either personally or
through a third party with his full consent, a prisoner or a detainee for any of the causes cited in

the first paragraph.

The penalty shall be life imprisonment should the use of torture or force lead to death.

This article shall not be applied on cases of pain and suffering caused by, resulting from or

accompanying legal procedures or sanctions.
Article 3

The Prime Minister and ministers- each in his specialization- shall implement provisions of this

law effective the next day following its publication in the Official Gazette.
King of Bahrain
Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa

SRS :
VoS Issued at the Riffa Palace
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Law No. () of 2012

For the amendment of the last paragraph of Article (363) of the Penal Code
Promulgated by Law Decree No.15 of 1976

We, Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa, the King of Bahrain,

Having examined the Constitution,

And the Penal Code promulgated by Law Decree No.15 of 1976 and its amendments,

The Shura Council and the Council of Representatives adopted the following law, and we

ratified it and published it:
Article 1:

The last paragraph of Article (363) of the Penal Code promulgated by Law Decree No.15 of
.$'. 1976 shall be replaced with the following text:

Article (363) the last paragraph:

If the threat is accompanied by a request or instruction to carry out something, including the
incitation of someone, or attempts to affect his testimony in some lawsuit examined by the

investigation authority or the court, this shall be considered as an aggravating circumstance.
Article 2:

The Prime Minister and ministers - each in his specialization - shall implement provisions of this

law, effective the next day following its publication in the Official Gazette.
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Memorandum
On draft law establishing the National Foundation of Human Rights

Royal decree No.(46) for 2009 was previously issued establishing the National
Foundation for Human Rights, and in order to grant this foundation an independent
legal character and to put Paris Principles on Establishment and Development of
National Human Rights Institutions into force, and in order to provide more
transparency in appointing members of the foundation and granting it more powers
and specialties on human rights issues it was necessary to establish and rearrange it
by law.

Therefore the enclosed law draft has been prepared consisting of 16 articles. The
first article provides for establishment of the foundation, naming it, clarifying the
reasons behind its establishment, determining its location and granting it an
independent legal character. The second article provided for the formation of the
foundation and appointment of its chairman, 2 vice chairmen and 12 members of
which 7 members are women. It also specified the requirements the members have
to meet and the way they are chosen. The third article included the powers granted
to the foundation to allow it to reach its goals. The fourth article granted the King of
Bahrain and the Kingdom's constitutional authorities the right to refer any related
issues to the foundation to study and express its opinion on them. The fifth article
granted the foundation the right to request any information, data or documents
needed for carrying out its duties and it also obliged government bodies to
cooperate with it and provide it with everything it needs. It also provided for the
immunity and protection of the foundation's headquarters and members while
carrying out their duties.

The sixth article set the rules and quorum for the meetings of the foundation as well
as issuance of laws. The seventh article organized the formation of permanent
committees by the foundation according to internal regulations. The eighth articled
included the administrative structure of the foundation that consists of a General
Secretariat to play the role of the executive body of the foundation, and the ninth
article included the rules for the appointment of the Secretary General of the
foundation. The tenth article provided for the specialties and duties of the
foundation's Secretary —General while the eleventh article set the rules for issuance
of internal regulations of the foundation upon a decision issued by the foundation's
chairman based on approval of majority of the members stating that they must
include its administrative structure, organization of its work, meetings as well as
personnel affairs. The twelfth article obliged the foundation, its chairman and
employees to maintain confidentiality of data, information and documents while the
thirteenth article dealt with the financial resources of the foundation. The
fourteenth article referred to the report to be issued by the foundation and what it
should contain to effectively deal with human rights issues. This report has to be
subsequently submitted to the Human Rights Ministry and posted on the website of
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the foundation. The fifteenth article provided for cancellation of royal decree
No.(46) for 2009. As for the sixteenth article it included executive rules.
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Decree No.(...) for 2011

On referring draft-law on establishment of National Foundation for Human Rights
to the Council of Representatives

We, Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa, King of the Kingdom of Bahrain, having reviewed the
constitution especially Articles (33/c, 35/a, 81)and the enclosed draft law and upon
submission of the Prime Minsiter,

Hereby decree the following:
Article (1)

S ::0 The Prime Minister refers to the Council of Representatives draft law NO.(..) for the
year (...) on the establishment of a National Foundation of Human Rights attached to
this decree.

Article (2)

This decree shall be enforceable from the day of its issuance.

King of the Kingdom of Bahrain
LSS .:.Q Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa
Prime Minister
Khalifa Bin Salman Al Khalifa
Issued at Riffa Palace
On:...

Corresponding to:...
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Draft law No.(...) for the year ....

On establishment of the National Foundation of Human Rights

We, Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa, King of the Kingdom of Bahrain,

Having reviewed the constitution and decree-by-law No.(16) for 1991 on Bahrain
signing UN Convention on the Rights of the Child ratified by the General Assembly in
November, 1989,

decree-by-law No.(4) for 1998 on joining the United Nations Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment ratified by
the UN General Assembly on December 10, 1984,

decree-by-law No.(5) for 2002 approving Bahrain acceding to the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,

law No.(19) for 2004 approving accession of Bahrain to the two Optional Protocols
on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflicts and the Sale of Children, Child
Prostitution and Child Pornography attached to the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child,

Law No.(7) for 2006 ratifying the Arab Charter for Human Rights,

Law No.(56) for 2006 approving Bahrain's accession to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights,

Law No.(10) for 2007 approving Bahrain's accession to the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,

Law No.(1) for 2008 on Combating Human Trafficking,

Royal decree (No.46) for 2009 establishing the National Institution for Human Rights
and taking into consideration the Paris Principles on Establishment of National
Human Rights Institutions and Realization of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms
ratified by decision of the UN General Assembly No.(134/48),

The Shura Council and Council of Representatives have approved the following and
we have ratified and issued it:

Article (1)
An independent institution called "National Foundation of Human Rights" will be
established to promote, develop protect and reinforce concept of human rights and
raise awareness on them as well as contribute to guarantee their practice, and its
headquarters will be located in Manama.
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The foundation shall possess an independent legal character as well as financial and
administrative independence and it is to carry out its functions in a free, neutral and
independent way.

Article (2)

a- The foundation comprises a chairman, two vice chairmen and 12 members who
should be well-known for their independence, subjectivity, efficacy, integrity and
dedication to human rights. No final judicial verdict must have been issued against
any of them and they should be appointed from academic and advisory bodies, civil
society organizations, unions as well as social, economic and professional
foundations as well as public figures concerned with human rights.7 of the members
must be women and the foundation must comprise representatives of minorities.
Representatives of the government can also be appointed in the foundation but they
must not form the majority of members and they should not be granted the right to
vote on the decisions of the foundation.

b- Chairman, vice chairmen and members of the Foundation shall be appointed by a
committee formed on royal directives from civil society organizations, and the
committee after three months of its formation announces membership of the
foundation and nominates candidates for the post of chairman and vice chairmen as
well as members of the foundation in consultation with all groups including
parliament. A royal decree will be issued appointing members of the foundation for
4 years renewable for only one time, and the chairman, vice chairmen and members
shall assume their duties in their personal capacity.

c-A member of the committee shall be replaced if he/she is for any reason incapable
of carrying out his/her duties according to paragraph (a) and he/she shall be
replaced by someone meeting the requirements stipulated in paragraph (b), and the
tenure of a successor shall be complementary to that of her/his predecessor.

d- A member of the foundation shall be relieved from his/her post before end of
his/her tenure only on royal directives and upon a recommendation submitted by
the majority of the foundation's members in case the member is incapable of
carrying out his/her duties or attending most meetings of the foundation, in case of
mental or physical disability or if a final judicial verdict is issued against him/her.

e- Members of the foundation enjoy complete freedom and independence while
carrying out their duties.

f- The remuneration of the foundation's chairman, vice chairmen and members shall
be equivalent to the remuneration of those occupying senior positions and it shall be
determined by a royal decree.
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Article (3)

In order to fulfill its goals the foundation shall be completely free to comment on any
issue related to human rights and to deal with any human rights case in the way it
finds appropriate, and it has the right to carry out the following:

a- Study regulations and systems applied in Bahrain on human rights issues and
recommend required amendments especially with regard to their compliance with
Bahrain's international obligations and commitments. The foundation also has the
right to recommend issuance of new laws on human rights.

b-Raise and promote awareness on the culture of human rights .The foundation shall
decide on cooperation with the different bodies responsible for education, media
and culture.

c-Encourage and participate in development and implementation of a national plan
for human rights.

d-Submit suggestions and recommendations to concerned bodies and authorities on
any action that will contribute to promoting and protecting human rights.

e-Enhance ratification of regional and international conventions on human rights
through submitting suggestions and recommendations to concerned authorities.

f- Detect human rights violations and receive complaints in this regard .The
foundation shall also carry out the required investigations and prepare reports
including its comments that will be submitted together with its recommendations to
concerned authorities.

g- Facilitate cooperation between national institutions and international
organizations concerned with promotion and protection of human rights in other
countries.

h- Participate in preparing reports Bahrain regularly submits in implementation of
regional and international conventions on human rights and publish them.

i- Hold conferences, organize seminars and take part in international and regional
meeting of organizations concerned with human rights and conduct researches and
studies in this regard.

j- Announce plans and tasks of the foundation through printing bulletins and
publications and freely posting reports on its website.

k- Organize and provide education and training in human rights field.
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Article (4)

The King or any constitutional authorities in Bahrain shall refer any related issues to
the foundation to study and comment on them.

Article (5)
Within fulfillment of its duties the foundation has the right to:

a- Request information, data or documents needed to carry out its duties and reach
its goals from the different government bodies, ministries and officials of the
Kingdom.

The mentioned bodies and authorities shall assist the foundation and help it to fulfill
its duties and provide it with everything it needs to facilitate its work.

The foundation shall notify concerned authorities if the above mentioned bodies or
ministries refuse to cooperate with it or provide it with the required documents or
prevent it from accessing these documents and legal procedures will be taken
against them.

b- Visit any detention centers or any public places where human rights violations
have been reported.

c-The building of the foundation can only be inspected upon a court order and in
presence of the concerned public prosecutor and a representative of the foundation.

d- Address public opinion directly or through media to express its opinions and
recommendations.

e- Consult with other judicial authorities or non-judicial authorities concerned with
promoting and protecting human rights.

f-Develop relations with Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) concerned with
promoting and protecting human rights as well as economic and social development,
combating discrimination and protecting needy children, migrant workers, refugees
and disabled people in addition to other specialized organizations.
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Article (6)

The foundation shall hold at least one monthly meeting and whenever needed upon
a call from its chairman.

The majority of the members have to attend the meeting and among them must be
the chairman of the foundation or one of his deputies and any decisions will be
taken according to majority of the votes of attending members who have the right to
vote. In case votes are equal the decision for which the chairman of the meeting
voted will be favored.

The foundation has the right to invite anyone it seeks his/her opinion or experience
to attend the meetings but he/she doesnt't have the right to vote on the meeting's
decisions.

Article (7)
The foundation forms permanent committees from its members to carry out its
duties according to interior regulations. The committees shall be headed by one of
the members, and the committees have the right to seek assistance of experts and
civil society representatives to take part in discussions on human rights issues, but
they don't have the right to vote on decisions of the committees.

The chairman of the foundation shall call on any of the permanent committees to
hold a meeting to discuss a certain issue and he shall preside these meetings, and he
also has the right to form temporary committees or to assign one of the members to
investigate or study a certain issue.

Article (8)

The administrative body of the foundation consists of a General Secretariat that
plays the role of the executive body of the foundation and a sufficient number of
researchers and experts.

Employees of the General Secretariat as well as experts and researchers are
appointed by a decision issued by the chairman of the foundation upon a
recommendation of the Secretary General according to the internal regulations of
the foundation.

While appointing employees their experience in human rights field has to be taken
into consideration as well as diversity.

Article (9)
The Secretary-General of the foundation shall be appointed upon a decision issued
by the chairman of the foundation after approval of the majority of its members. He
shall be appointed for four years renewable only for one time. The Secretary-General
must meet all requirements needed for the appointment of members of the
foundation.
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Article (10)

The Secretary-General of the foundation shall manage all the foundation's business
and oversee all its tasks. He will be directly responsible to the chairman of the
foundation for carrying out his duties that include:

a- Generally overseeing the General Secretariat, personnel affairs, administrative
and financial affairs in accordance with the provisions of this law, the decisions
issued for its implementation and the internal regulations of the foundation.

b- Implementing decisions of the foundation, preparing regular reports every three
months including activities of the foundation, workflow in the General Secretariat
and achieved tasks according to the set plans and projects.

c- Attending sessions of permanent committees, following up their work and
providing requirements for fulfillment of their duties but he doesn't have the right to
vote.

The Secretary-General shall authorize any of the employees of the General
Secretariat to carry out some of his duties.

Article (11)

The foundation shall have interior regulations that are issued upon a decision of the
foundation's chairman based on the majority of the members' votes and they
particularly include the organizational structure of the foundation and organization
of its work and conferences. They also organize personnel affairs in terms of rules of
their appointment, promotion, transfer, salaries, rewards, procedures, provisions of
their discipline and termination as well as all other employee affairs within the
framework of Civil Service Law. The regulations also include the financial and
accounting system of the foundation.

Civil Service Law and its executive regulations shall apply to all employees of the
foundation until the previously mentioned regulations are issued.

Article (12)

The foundation, its members and employees are committed to maintain
confidentiality of data, information and documents to protect victims and witnesses.

Article (13)
The foundation shall possess sufficient financial resources that enable it to perform
its duties and fulfill its tasks the best way possible. The foundation manages and
controls its resources that encompass:
-Appropriations allocated for the foundation within a separate item in the state
budget.
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-Donations and voluntary aid the foundation decides to accept according to the laws
and systems applied in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Article (14)

The foundation shall issue a yearly report on its efforts, activities and tasks, and it
has to contain its opinions, suggestions and recommendations on human rights
issues.

The foundation shall submit the report to the Human Rights Ministry, post it on its
website and issue a press release directly after publishing it. The report has to be
discussed by concerned ministries within 6 months of its publication.

Article (15)

The royal decree No.(46) for 2009 establishing the National Foundation for Human
Rights shall be cancelled.

Article (16)

The Prime Minister and Ministers in their respective jurisdictions shall implement
this law and abide by it from the day following its publication on the Official Gazette.
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